NOTES.                          Ill
many new and rough words, yet it was esteemed the most
beautiful and perfect poem that ever was written, at least in
our language.' (Burnefs Own Time, p. 107 ; ed. 1838.)
1, 16. Andrew Marvell (1620-1678) the poet, then member
for Hull, according to Phillips, * acted vigorously in his
behalf and made a considerable party for him.' Sir Thomas
Clarges was Monk's brother-in-law, and therefore enjoyed
considerable influence at this time. Sir William Morrice,
another of Monk's friends, was by his influence made Secre-
tary of State, which post he held until 1668.
1. 26. Richardson tells this story in the life of Milton
prefixed to his notes on 'Paradise Lost' published in 1734,
and mentions Clarges and Morrice as the two persons whose
influence in the House of Commons secured Milton's escape.
(Masson, Life of Milton, vi. 185.) Sir William Davenant
(1605-1658) was made prisoner in 1650, just after Ascham,
the agent of the Commonwealth in Spain, had been mur-
dered there by some exiled royalists. The Parliament in
retaliation ordered Davenant and five others to be tried by
a High Court of Justice, and it is on this occasion that
Milton is supposed to have interceded for Davenant's life.
There is no evidence to support Richardson's story.
1. 20. On December 15, 1660, the House of Commons
ordered that Milton, who was then in the custody of the
Sergeant-at-Arms, should be released on payment of the
Sergeant's fees. The Sergeant, however, demanded the ex-
orbitant sum of ^150, and on Marvell's motion the question
of the amount to be paid was referred to the Committee
for Privileges for decision. What they decided is not known.
The largeness of the sum demanded for fees makes it prob-
able that Milton had been some time in prison. He was
probably arrested just before the passing of the Indemnity
Bill, between August 13 and August 29. (Masson, Life of
Milton, vi. 192.)
P. 34,1. 23. c Jewin Street still exists. It is a narrowish
slightly winding and not untidy street, going off from
Aldersgate Street on the right as you leave the City, and
connecting that street with Red Cross Street and the vicinity